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Barron and Jeffries Form Unlikeliest Of Alliances
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It’s not a stretch to say that Councilman Charles Barron and Assemblyman Hakeem Jeffries really, really don’t care for one another. Each genuinely seems to have feelings of antipathy towards the other that have long predated their respective runs this year for Congress against Ed Towns.

But this afternoon, the two lawmakers chummily stood side-by-side outside the Brooklyn federal courthouse — along with a slew of other minority elected official from central Brooklyn — to blast the redistricting plan put forth on Tuesday by Judge Roanne Mann, who was appointed special master over the process.

That plan would shift a number of black neighborhoods from the western part out of what is currently Towns’ Brooklyn district, and add a number of white ethnic neighborhoods in south Brooklyn and eastern Queens. Opponents of the plan, including Barron and Jeffries, say it would dilute minority voting power in Towns’ district, and break up black communities of shared interest.

Barron, never one to shy away from a slavery allusion, said during his prepared remarks that it was  fitting that Mann was called a “master,” adding that Mann was drawing Brooklyn’s black population “back into the plantation.”

Jeffries, whose entire Fort Greene-based Assembly district would be outside Towns’ district under the proposed lines, stands to lose far more than Barron. His entire candidacy for Congress would be in jeopardy if the current maps stand.

Barron’s entire East New York Council district, meanwhile, is within the new proposed district – and he recently told the Politicker that the new lines give him “a real good shot at winning.” Presumably, Barron would be helped politically by Jeffries’ base not being in Towns’ district.

But at the press conference, Barron said his primary concern is maintaining a strong African-American congressional district, not defeating his opponents, which is why he showed up to stand beside his congressional adversary.

“This is not good for any of us,” Barron said. “I wouldn’t be here if I thought it was great. It’s not about Jeffries and it’s not about Barron. It’s about black and Latino empowerment.”

And both lawmakers were also in agreement that they would not address questions about whether they will still run against Towns, should the current lines stand.

“We’re dealing with reality right now,” Barron said. “When they finish, we’ll let you know.”

“It’s a hypothetical question,” Jeffries added. “We’re here today to deal with redistricting injustice, and I think it’s speculative to ask political questions. And the reality is that I don’t think that anyone in Howard Beach [is giving a] welcoming acceptance for Ed Towns, Charles Barron, or myself.”

The feelings of camaraderie were so strong that at one point, when Jeffries began coughing and lost his voice while speaking, he turned to his (temporary) ally for assistance.

“I’ll let the councilman finish for me,” Jeffries said, looking towards Barron and sparking laughter.

“I agree with him!” Barron responded.

Towns, meanwhile, is declining to comment on the new lines at this point — saying it’s all speculative until the final maps are drawn.
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